ST. MORITZ SAFE
December Safety Blast

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS
The holiday season is always a special time of year. It is also a time when busy people become
careless and vulnerable to theft and other holiday crime. We can never be too careful, too
prepared or too aware. It is important to take extra precautions when shopping during the
holiday season.

SHOPPING SAFETY CHECKLIST
Shop during daylight hours whenever possible. If you must shop at night, go with a friend or
family member.
Dress casually and comfortably.
Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.
Do not carry a purse or wallet, if possible.
Always carry your Driver License or Identification Card along with necessary cash, checks
and/or a credit card you expect to use.
Even though you are rushed and thinking about a thousand things, stay alert to your
surroundings.
Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.
Pay for purchases with a check or credit card when possible.
Keep cash in your front pocket.
Notify the credit card issuer immediately if your credit card is lost, stolen or misused.
Keep a record of all of your credit card numbers in a safe place at home.
Be extra careful if you do carry a wallet or purse. They are the prime targets of criminals in
crowded shopping areas, transportation terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid
transit.
Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to have clear visibility and freedom
of motion to avoid mishaps.
Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. At this time of year, “con-artists” may
try various methods of distracting you with the intention of taking your money or belongings.

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS
In addition, use of candles and fireplaces, combined with an increase in the amount of
combustible, seasonal decorations in many homes during the holidays, means more
risk for fire. The National Fire Protection Association reports that one-third of home
decoration fires are started by candles and that two of every five decoration fires
happen because the decorations are placed too close to a heat source.

FIRE SAFETY & PREVENTION CHECKLIST
Check all holiday light cords to make sure they aren’t frayed or broken. Don’t
string too many strands of lights together—no more than three per extension
cord.
If are buying an artificial tree, look for the fire-resistant label. When putting it
up, keep it away from fireplaces, radiators and other sources of heat.
If getting a live tree, make sure it’s fresh and water it to keep it fresh. Bend the
needles up and down to make sure no needles fall off.
If using older decorations, check their labels. Some older tinsel is lead-based. If
using angel hair, wear gloves to avoid irritation. Avoid breathing in artificial
snow.
When decorating outside, make sure decorations are for outdoor use and
fasten lights securely to your home or trees. If using hooks or nails outside,
make sure they are insulated to avoid an electrocution or fire hazard.
If using a ladder, be extra careful. Make sure to have good, stable placement
and wear shoes that allow for good traction.
Don’t use electric lights on metallic trees.
Don’t forget to turn off all holiday lights when going to bed or leaving the
house.
Keep children, pets and decorations away from candles.
If hanging stockings on the fireplace mantel, don’t light the fireplace.

